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TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTRM TH NORTH KOREA

North K-rea's telecommunicaticns eystem 18 satiéfuctory ‘n terms of qmntity,
but it is poor in quality. The cwrrant situation of the telephons and telogmph
facilities of North EKorea is summarized Lelow. .

Materials and Fquipme ©

There have been samus shortcamings found both in the supply and in the use fof
materials and eguipment. In obtaining matarials, whetker through purchase or |
dcoation, no careful inepantion 1s made to determins whether they mest the syeqi-
flcations with regard to the quality, size, workability, anmd the use to which '
materials are wut. Sc far, there are no writtan specifications prescribing
otandards for all materials. .

Judging from past records, the degensration of the telecommunications facflitiee
in terme of quality was due largely to the poor sslection and utilization of reriels,
The impertance of using ths right este.’ials in the right place has beew eommliy
overlooked. ’

P and Method of Bngivesrs

Short-sighted plaruing in the network layout, including surveying, select:thg
of route, location, setting up pusts, etc., hme been uvne of the eserious draw- .
backe. To cite epecific examples, overhead wires have been installed without
due regard to what ie requirsd both nor and in the future. Ccnsequestly, unnocusuy
wvaste occurs later vhen circuvits are installed aud charges are required inthe
original layout. Imprcper installation, which causes faster breakdown of the ngt-
work, has been found in the main lines as well ae in branch lines. In areas whére
natural hazards, such ap heavy snov and atoms are frequent, the wires installed are
of improper @ize anl they camnot withetand hazards. Distances between posis
are to2 far for such avsas withouti reiuforiement of somd kind.
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Wiring ia done inefficlently in both etraight and curved line formations,
such as laying the wires counter tve the terrain, unevemness of distances between
posts, unevermess of the heights of poste, etc.

The entire situation, however, seems to polnt to the lack of techanical
inowledge om the part of techniclans slong with the shortage of skilled worksrs
in this field. Since this has been the basic problem, efforts on the part of
the central amd local asuthorities concernsd are being strongly demandsd for
improvement in the supply of capable technicians,




